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A�Civilian�Conservation�Corps�(CCC)�
work�crew�constructs�a�new�section�of�
trail�at�Mount�Rainier.�Between�1933�
and�1939,�young�men�from�the�park’s�
CCC�camps�carried�out�much�of�the�
trail�maintenance�in�the�park,�
including�the�construction�of�trails,�
bridges,�and�hiker�shelters.�Mount�
Rainier�National�Park�Archives.�

The�National�Park�Service�used�the�
Wonderland�Trail�for�a�large�number�
of�administrative�tasks.�Here�pack�
horses�carry�metal�jugs�filled�with�
non`native�fingerling�trout�to�stock�
the�park’s�lakes�and�streams,�1940.�
Mount�Rainier�National�Park�Archives.�

Wonderland�Trail�directional�marker,�
erected�at�the�point�where�the�path�
enters�White�River�Campground,�
1928.�During�the�twenties,�park�
rangers�installed�a�variety�of�travel�
aides—including�information�signs,�
trailhead�kiosks,�mileage�markers,�and�
boulder�cairns—that�made�it�easier�
for�visitors�to�follow�and�enjoy�the�
trail.�Mount�Rainier�National�Park�
Archives.�
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Patrol�cabin�alongside�the�trail�in�
Indian�Henry’s�Hunting�Grounds,�with�
the�jagged�summit�of�Mount�Rainier�
rising�behind�it,�circa�1930s.�The�park�
constructed�the�log�cabin�in�1915,�the�
same�year�it�completed�the�original�
encircling�trail.�The�cabin�is�still�in�use�
today.�Rainier�National�Park�Archives.�

A�map�of�the�Wonderland�Trail,�from�
a�1921�Rainier�National�Park�Company�
publicity�brochure.�The�map�shows�
the�location�of�campsites�for�the�
company’s�saddle�and�pack�horse�
outings�around�the�mountain.�Note�
that�the�indicated�route�crosses�
directly�over�the�Winthrop�Glacier.�
Mount�Rainier�National�Park�Archives.�

Riders�and�packhorses�at�Klapatchee�
Lake,�traveling�along�the�western�leg�
of�the�Wonderland�route.�The�original�
around`the`mountain�trail�traversed�
this�western�section�of�the�park�at�a�
low�elevation,�quite�close�to�the�park�
boundary.�Subsequent�realignments�
of�the�path�brought�visitors�into�the�
subalpine�landscape�of�lakes,�
meadows,�and�stunning�vistas�of�
Mount�Rainier.�Mount�Rainier�
National�Park�Archives.�
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Cover�of�a�1929�Rainier�National�Park�
Company�brochure,�“Wonderland�
Camp�for�boys.”�The�concessionaire`
operated�camp�included�a�two`week�
trip�along�the�full�length�of�the�
Wonderland�Trail.�Mount�Rainier�
National�Park�Archives.�

Mount�Rainier�National�Park�Ranger�
Oscar�Sedergren,�standing�on�the�
porch�of�the�White�River�Campground�
patrol�cabin�in�1928.�Rangers�traveled�
the�encircling�trail�in�all�seasons,�on�
the�watch�for�fires,�poachers,�and�
vandals.�The�cabins�served�as�their�
living�quarters�during�the�summer�and�
fall,�and�as�emergency�shelters�in�the�
winter.�Mount�Rainier�National�Park�
Archives.�

1921�Rainier�National�Park�Company�
brochure,�promoting�the�company’s�
full`service�outings�on�the�
Wonderland�circuit.�Saddle`trip�
participants�were�supplied�with�
guides,�horses,�food,�shelter,�and�
“endlessly�changing�panoramas�of�
Mountain�and�Glacier,�Canyon�and�
Forest;�Lakes�and�Rivers�and�Wild�
Flowers.”��Mount�Rainier�National�
Park�Archives.�



Bibliography�
�
Around�Mount�Rainier�with�The�Mountaineers,�1930;�A�Letter�from�Harriet�K.�Walker�to�Her�
Family.�Seattle:�The�Mountaineers�History�Committee,�1998.�
�
Mount�Rainier�National�Park�Archives.�National�Archives�and�Records�Administration,�Seattle,�
Washington.�
�
The�Challenge�of�Rainier,�by�Dee�Molenaar.�Seattle:�The�Mountaineers,�1971.���
�
Wonderland:�An�Administrative�History�of�Mount�Rainier�National�Park,�by�Theodore�Catton.�
Seattle:�National�Park�Service,�1996.�
�
�
�


